
ordinarily found. A constant and thorough visitation and in¬
spection of such institutions should be regularly made by a

board of visitors competent to fairly judge of their merits.
The capital of every medical college should be large enough to
warrant the employment of men learned in their profession
and the provision of equipment in all branches adequate to
promise a proper medical course.

THE NATION SHOULD PAY THE LATE PRESIDENT'S
PHYSICIANS.

It is reported that the executors of the estate of the
late President McKinley have felt obliged in the course
of their duties to ask for the bills of the physicians who
attended him. These bills probably under the law con-
stitute a legal claim which has to be met or waived
by the creditors, hence the request. But it is not a
matter for surprise that the surgeons are reluctant to
send in their bills, which would naturally be large on

account of the responsibility assumed and the other
peculiar circumstances of the case. However, while the
Ohio laws may require this action on the part of the
executors, strict justice does not require that what the
late President left should be depleted by the charges.
He was stricken down at a public function while per-
forming his official duties as President of the United
States, not as a private individual, and the Nation is
properly responsible for the expense which was incidental
to his public position. There ought to be no question as

to this point and no hesitation on the part of Congress
to make an appropriation for the purpose. A corpora¬
tion—as a railroad company—always considers it its
duty to assume the expense of caring for its servants
when injured in the performance of their duties. The
Nation can certainly do no less in regard to its servants.

SUBSTITUTION EXTRAORDINARY.
Substitution as generally understood is one of the

abominable evils against which physicians have to be
on their guard. The only way to get rid of this evil is
for a physician to insist on having his prescriptions
filled by a reliable druggist, and then watch this drug-
gist occasionally to see that he does not fall from grace.
The reputation of the physician, the health, and some-
times life, of the patient depend on the correct filling
of prescriptions. Whilewe believe that very few drug-
gists are guilty of substitution, some of them are. We
refer now to the substitution of "something just as

good" for a similar preparation and which the druggist
may believe will answer the purpose, especially if it is
cheaper. But the druggist who places his "belief"
above the written instructions of the physician will be
dishonest in other ways and should be treated accord-
ingly. Our attention, however, has been called to an-
other form of substitution that is more dangerous, more

'
vicious, and more criminal than that referred to above,
and one that is more difficult to guard against. We
have received a circular letter from the Farbenfabriken
of Elberfeld Company, in which they record their ex¬
perience in ferreting out a despicable adulteration of
their product. The facts in the case were brought out
in a lawsuit and revealed that certain men were actively
engaged in counterfeiting labels and boxes and filling
them with all sorts of material utterly unlike the genu¬
ine and then selling them to druggists as the real article.

While we believe that this form of adulteration is
unique to this particular instance, it is well that we
recognize the possibility of such an occurrence in the
future. It is further quite probable that this form of
fraud would be worked only on unscrupulous druggists
who desire to buy the cheapest without regard to
quality.

HUMAN AND BOVINE TUBERCULOSIS.
The New York physician who recently inoculated a

young woman with alleged bovine tuberculosis has thus
far succeeded in obtaining notoriety, which was probably
what he desired. But the notoriety he has received is
not altogether a desirable one. His experiment was
poorly conceived, lacked many of the essentials for a

satisfactory scientific proof of what it was intended to
show, and is at last discredited by the findings of the
Brooklyn health authorities that his inoculated cow did
not have tuberculosis. If the young woman has the dis-
ease, as he asserts, it must, therefore, have been from
some other cause. As regards the ethics of the per-
formance there can be but one opinion. Had he been
confident that Koch's views were correct and that there
was no danger in the inoculation, he would have a better
case, but the reverse of this was the fact, and the general
impression left by the performance as to his regard for
human life is not pleasant. If the woman should die,
whether from consumption or any other infection intro¬
duced by the inoculation, his position would not be an
enviable one. It would have been more chivalrous as
well as more generally creditable to him if he had tried
his experiment on himself and had left somebody else
to observe the effects. Perhaps the profession would
have profited more had this been the course followed.
THE EFFECT OF ALCOHOL ON NATURAL IMMUNITY.

For years the venerable N. S. Davis has fought the
use of alcohol as a therapeutic agent, maintaining in
the face of a more or less general professional opinion
to the contrary that alcohol even as a drug is dangerous
and detrimental. This teaching in regard to alcohol
seems to be gaining ground and is receiving notable re-
inforcement from recent experimental investigations in
regard to the action of this substance in infections in ani-
mals. The work of Abbott and of Laitinin, already com-
mented upon in these columns,1 shows conclusively that
alcohol increases the susceptibility of animals to infec-
tions. Most of the experimenters have employed rather
large quantities of alcohol, quantities relatively so large
as to be directly toxic. In order to avoid the criticism
likely to be brought against the applicability to human
medicine of the results of these experiments in which
large doses were used, Goldberg2 studied the influence
of small doses upon natural immunity as illustrated in
the case of the pigeon with respect to B. anthracis. The
pigeon is relatively little susceptible to anthrax infection.
Goldberg, using a brand of Russian spirituous fluid con¬

taining 40 per cent, alcohol and no fusel oil, found that
.3 c.c. make a pigeon more or less intoxicated; further,
that medium and large non-intoxicating doses of alcohol

1. The Journal A. M. A., 1900, Sept. 8.
2. Centralbl. f. Bakt., Abtheil. i, 1901, xxx, 696-700, and 731\x=req-\

741.
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